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in being a truthful relator of happenings it is principally a disquieting crime 
and suicide instigating record of the world's errors and mistakes. Such a 
press is not the press which the ancestors of our English speaking peoples 
struggled to make free. It is a very different thing. In what way it might 
be improved by the government it is difficult to see. We only know that it 
is a unit in assailing such movements whenever they are attempted as 
in Pennsylvania, where changes in no manner essential to any well inten- 
tioned publisher were made recently in the libel laws. Having protested 
ag^ainst this action with unreasoning vehemence the newspapers proceed to 
evade the new rules imposed upon them by the state and there is no power to 
compel such lawbreakers. The obvious way to treat such a press if you 
wish anything good to come out of it is to adopt Jay Cooke's plan during 
the Civil war — buy it outright. Each year this tends to become a larger 
and larger task, but in all seriousness no multi-millionaire philanthropist 
who has secure hold of his hoard and has only one remaining task — to use 
it in making easier his journey through the Celestial Gates, could do a 
better thing than to endow one good, honest, truth-loving, reputation- 
respecting newspaper which would print morning and evening editions in 
each large American city. Ellis P. Oberholtzer. 

Philadelphia. 

HaU, Prescott F. Immigration. Pp. xiii +393. Price, $1.50. New York : 

Henry Holt & Co., 1906. 
Under the editorship of Mr. R. C. Ringwalt it is planned to publish a 
series of volumes dealing with present American problems. Mr. Ringwalt 
himself prepared a very valuable book not long ago, " Briefs on Public 
Questions." The present volume is the first of the series. 

The author, for many years secretary of the Immigration Restriction 
League of Boston, has been prominent in discussions of this topic and 
has been in a position to get at the facts. He would not stop all immigra- 
tion in spite of the evils he sees but would greatly restrict it and on the 
whole thinks the literacy test the best. So much for his general position. 

The volume is divided into four parts. Part I — 88 pages — is devoted 
to the history of immigration into the U. S., the causes, economic and 
social. Part II — 91 pages — The Effects of Immigration. Part III — 119 
pages — Immigration. Part IV — 12 pages — Chinese Immigration — with 35 
pages of appendices containing statistical tables, resolutions of the National 
Immigration Conference, United States Immigration Laws, bibliography 
and index. 

Mr. Hall desires that this volume be considered an unbiased study of 
a great problem. In spite of evident effort to fairly state all sides of the 
questions discussed he overemphasizes, unconsciously perhaps, the unfavor- 
able element. He has been a propagandist too long. Like all propagandists 
he occasionally makes big statements and fails to produce the evidence. 
Thus on page 33 in discussing the causes of immigration he writes: "One 
of the most important causes, however, and one very little noticed, is the 
protective tariff." To this " important cause " he devotes ten lines only 
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of argument but offers no proof. In the following paragraph he asserts 
that new machinery has lowered the grade of immigrants — again no 
evidence. In discussing the " racial conditions " thirty pages are given 
to snap judgments of the different peoples coming here. Armenians: "On 
the whole they are not desirable immigrants." French Canadians: "They 
fail to educate their children and they lower the average of intelligence 
and morality." English: "The class of inferior immigrants tends to in- 
crease." " The French immigrants are in every way desirable additions." 
"The German immigrants are thrifty and industrious." The author favors 
the Finns, but is very doubtful about the Greeks and Jews. Irish: "On the 
whole they have been essentially mediocre." Italians, " unless they can 
be induced to go into the country districts, to adopt the idea of permanent 
settlement, and to bring over families or intermarry here, it is to be feared 
that the second and third generations will contribute a large number of 
defectives and delinquents." To me this chapter appears as of very doubt- 
ful value. Much space cannot be here devoted to a criticism of the author's 
conclusions. He presents a great amount of very valuable information: 
the points he discusses are of importance, but the evidence is often lacking 
to justify his views. If he believes that immigration is to have such disas- 
trous racial, economic and social effects he should immediately advocate 
the stopping of all immigration. There is no evidence to show that "the 
criminality of the native element tends to diminish." To sum up, the volume 
teems with loose generalizations which are either ex cathedra statements or 
depend upon statistical evidence often open to gjreat criticism. 

In the chapter dealing with the History of Immigration Legislation 
the author fails to show how the legislation of New York and Massachu- 
setts became the basis of the Federal Legislation. The author discusses in 
detail the effects of the present laws and the proposed new legislation. 

The volume under review is the most comprehensive book on the sub- 
ject of the last decade. It discusses practically all of the questions which 
have arisen and of the suggestions made for avoiding the dangers. It 
deserves careful attention in spite of its very serious defects. The biblio- 
graphy is brief but well classified. 

University of Pennsylvania. Carl Kexsey. 

Hishida, Seiji G. The International Position of Japan as a Great Power. 

Pp. 289. New York: The Columbia University Press, 1905. 
This book is the third part of volume 24 of the Studies in History, Eco- 
nomics and Public Law, edited by the Faculty of Political Science of Co- 
lumbia University. It traces "Japan's historic policy in dealing with for- 
eign nations " in order to demonstrate that her entrance into the " family 
of nations " does not constitute a " peril " to either Eastern or Western 
civilization. The question is approached in a logical and systematic order. 
First, the character of international society in general is discussed. Then 
come in sequence chapters on the International Society of Ancient Asia, 
Dreams of Universal Empire, The First Intercourse of Japan with the 
European Nations, Reopening of the Sealed Japan, Japan's Entry into the 
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